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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims; 

1 . (Currently amended) A central server configured to promote products 
over a computer network comprises: 

a processor configured to receive a specification of a promotion for a product 
from a first computer, configured to create an electronic incentive in response to the 
specification, configured to transfer the electronic incentive to an application server across the 
computer network, the application server coupled to a merchant server, configured to receive ' 
usage data of the electronic incentive from the application server, the usage data determined in 
response to a promotion usage condition of an instance of the electmnid incentive stored 
indica t od by the merch a nt on the application server and configured to generate a report in 
response to the usage data; 

a memory coupled to the processor, the memory configured to store the electronic 
incentive, configured to store the usage data, and configured to store the report; 

whoroin dnta -8MWA fi i fl . fr » rl <yith tVim n^tronio incentive is ftan o f c rrcd from the 
application - server to the morchant-segveft 

wherein the instance of t he electronic incentive is created and stored in the 
application server in response a method on a service ohieot stored in the application server hrin p 
invoked bv the merchant server : 

wherein the merchant server specifies rendering of the data associated with the 
electronic incentive in response to a auerv of the i nstance of the electronic incentive stored on 
the application server ; and 

wherein the promotion usage condition is indicated in the Kerehaat application 
server when a user coupled thereto jto_the merchant server fulfills re quirement s pre-conditions of 
the instance of the electronic incentive. 
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2. (Original) The central server of claim 1 wherein the electronic 
incentive comprises an offer selected from the group: cents off, percent discount, price point, buy 
X get Y free, solution selling, promotion content. 

3. (Original) The central server of claim 1 wherein the electronic 
incentive comprises a delivery method selected from the group: non-targeted, targeted category, 
targeted usage, targeted brand, targeted market 

4. (Original) The central server of claim 3 wherein the electronic ^ j 
incentive comprises a tracking code. O 



O 



5. (Original) The central server of claim 3 wherein the electronic 
incentive comprises calendar data selected from the group: effective data, expiration date. Q 

6. (Original) The central server of claim 3 wherein the electronic Q 
incentive comprises a network computer address. 

CD 

7. (Original) The central server of claim 4 wherein the usage data from C*) 
the application server comprises data selected from the group: demographic data of the user, a 
geographic indicator of the user, a number of products purchased by the user, currency value of 
products purchased by the user, a list of products purchased by the user,, the tracking code. 

8. (Currently amended) A merchant server coupled to a client system 

comprises: 

a processor configured to request promotions from an application server coupled 
to the merchant server, configured to invoke an evaluation service object within an app lication 
Server for one or more promotions, wher ein an instance of a promotion is created in the 
application server in response thereto, configured to q uery the instance of the promotion object 
aM receiving r e ceive a description of a promotion from the application server, the description 
including pre-conditions* and a user benefit , configured to determine and an output 
representation of the promotion k-r e flponoo to the dcooription of tho promotion configured to 
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transmit the output representation of the <tese«f*ie» promotion to a client system for display to a 
U8er ' oonfl fi urod to rooeivo a aolootion of at least one itouq from tho client n y uu m, configured to 
teaasmittho- r gceiyea selection of the at least one item . confimir^ to fee application serve? 
invoice a savings method in a service object within the application server to determine a saving 
amount, configured to roooivo an indication that tho uoor is proyidod with wherein the savinp g 
amount comprises the user benefit from the application server when the selection of the at i^ t 
one to satisfies the pre-conditions , and configured to store in a log a record that indicate that 
the user is provided with the user benefit; and 

a memory coupled to the processor, the memory eonfigurod to store the 
description of tho promotion, configured to store the selection of the at least one item. 

9. (Currently amended) The merchant server of claim 8 wherein the user 
benefit is selected from tho cla ss a group consisting nf ; cents off, percent discount, price point, 
buy X get Y free, solution selling, promotion content. 

10. (Currently amended) The merchant server of claim 8 wherein the 
processor is configured to receive the description when the user meets target criteria, the target 
criteria being selected from tho olaaa a group consisting of ; targeted user, targeted user 
demographic, targeted user usage, targeted user brand, targeted user market. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The merchant server of claim 8 wherein the pre- 
conditions are selected from tho class a group consisting^ purchase of an item, purchase of a 
quantity of an item, purchase of at least two different items. 

12. (Currently amended) The merchant server of claim 8 wherein fee 
processor io configured to the evaluation service object on the application server includes a 
m fiftodtq determine a category of items for display for the client system r and configured to 
requoat nromotiono from the appUnna^n «*r,mr in rn^nw to tho category of itcma . 

13. (Currently amended) The merchant server of claim 8 whoroin the 
proooaoor ia also configured to tranmnfr n r Wniify nf <tr, mi tn thr r U mt py n t cm fo r d in p la y, auJ 
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configured to rcqucs^f - emotion o from . thrnipplinntinn nrm,m- i* rif IIM ' r t o t ho p hjr nli1 y o f [Uu m 
wjierein fre evaluation service object evaluates a shopping eatep nrv associated with 

14. (Currently amended) The merchant server of claim 8 v/hcrcin the 
Pfeeesae r - wUso configured to rpeoivfl n nn lnrri«n r»f n ^ from t hc dio nt _ y 3tDm> ^ 
configured to roaucat promotions frnm Hhn n rr ii™ t jnn ^ n , Pr fa rr ^ o n co t Q thc l tfl m 
Wherein the evaluation service object evaluates a shopp ing cart associated with the user . 

15. (Currently amended) An application server comprises: 
a processor configured to receive an electronic incentive from a central server, the 

electronic incentive including a pre-condition and a benefit, configured to create an instant of 
the electronic incentive in response to an invocation o f an evaluation service object to determine 
electronic incentives for a user bv a merchant server, pnnfi flm- n rf t n ™™,Vn „ rn j^tf fir m n 
m e rchant server for electronic ino o ntivoa configured to receive a query for a description of the Q 
instance of the electronic incentive from proving n HngrripHnn nftlm "l^rtrnnirin c cntivo to the Q* 
merchant server in rcsponoo to tho rcqu e flt, tho description including a dooo ri ption of tho pro S 
condition and tho bonofit, configured to receive from the merchant server an invocation of an ^ 
amount of savings method of a service o bject to determine a savings for the user , wherein when a O 
selection by a user of at least one item , oonfigurodto dotormino whether tho selection of tho one -§ 
itea* fulfills the pre-condition of the electro nic incentive, the savings comprises the benefit- **** 
configured to provide tho merchant oorver with tho benefit when tho ooloction of tho one iteia 
fulfilli} tho pre conditio n; 

a memory coupled to the processor configured to store the instance of the 
electronic incentive, and configured to store a record that the instance of the electronic incentive 
has been used , whon tho ooloction of tho one item fulfills tho pr o condition . 

16. (Currently amended) The application server of claim 15 wherein the 
invocation of the evaluation service obj ect jncinri™ thm ™ r „ nt fr^ ftp „„ „ . nnnt Jcrm nlaQ 
inc l udos a description of a shopping category of a user. 
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17. (Currently amended) The application server of claim 15 wherein the 
inypcation of the evaluation service object r e que s t from the merchant server-atee includes an 
indicator of items previously selected by the user or currently displayed to the user, 

1 8. (Original) The application server of claim 1 5 wherein the pre- 
condition comprises purchase of the one item, 

19. (Currently amended) The application server of plaim 15 wherein the 
invocation of the evalu ation service object request &om r at e- mer eha a t- s 6 n y er -atee includes an 
identifier of the user, 

20. (Currently amended) The application server of claim 1 5 wherein the 
processor is also configured to forward t he rec eg4 an indication that the' electronic incentive has 
been used to a centralized server, 

2 1 . (Original) The application server of claim 1 5i wherein the application 
server and the merchant server are co-located. 
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